
Pre-Match



Hello!
Today we will discuss our roles and responsibilities before 
the volleyball match.
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First Referee
What are the first referee's 

responsibilities prior to the match?
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Roles & Responsibilities (First Referee)

▪ NFHS: Rule 5-4 Article 1
▪ NCAAW: Rule 19.2.3
▪ USAV: Rule 7.1, 7.2, & 23.3.1
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Roles & Responsibilities (First Referee)

5



Second Referee
What are the second referee's 

responsibilities prior to the match?
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Roles & Responsibilities (Second Referee)

▪ NFHS: Rule 5-5 Article 1
▪ NCAAW: Rule 19.3.3, 19.3.5
▪ USAV: Not explicitly defined

In the absence of a second referee, these roles will 
be performed by the first referee.
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Roles & Responsibilities (Second Referee)

8



Roles & Responsibilities (First & Second Referees)

Game Balls
If applicable, then we should 
have multiple game balls which 
are legal by rule and pumped 
to the appropriate pressure.

R1 Stand
The first referee stand must 
be properly padded and 
secure.  The contest shall not 
be played until this is 
confirmed.

Court Lines
The boundary lines, the center 
line, and the attack lines must 
be visible.

Bench Location
Each team's bench should go 
no further than the attack line 
extended and cannot extend 
into the substitution zone.

Scorers' Table
All lineup sheets, scoresheets, 
and libero tracking sheets 
should be at the table.  We 
should have adequate writing 
utensils as well.

Obstructions
We must make sure that the 
playable areas and areas just 
outside of the playable areas 
are free of obstructions.
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Roles & Responsibilities (First & Second Referees)

Obstructions
We must observe any 
potential ceiling obstructions 
and how they will factor into 
the match.

Timing Devices
If an electronic scoreboard is 
used for scoring and timing, 
we must check to see that it 
is properly functioning.

Net & Antenna
We must check to see that 
the net is set to the correct 
height and that the antennas 
are properly located 
perpendicular to the sidelines.

Net Posts
If applicable, then we must 
ensure that soft padding is 
applied to the net posts.

Other Officials
If applicable, then we should 
pre-game with other officials 
prior to the coin toss, but no 
later than the pre-match 
warmups.

Arrival Times
Recommended arrival times 
for matches for officials are 
usually 60 minutes for NCAA 
& 30 minutes for NFHS and 
USAV.
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Pre-Match Conference
Many would call this the captains' 

meeting.  You will see the reason behind 
the renaming momentarily.
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Pre-Match Conference

▪ NFHS: Rule 5-4 Article 1h, 1j, 1k, 1l
▪ NCAAW: Rule 19.2.3.3
▪ USAV: Rule 23.3.1.2

In a deciding set, the coin toss that is conducted in 
the pre-match conference will be conducted by the 
second referee, if applicable.
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Pre-Match Conference
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Other Officials
What are the line judges, scorers, 

assistant scorer, & timer's responsibilities 
prior to the match?
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Roles & Responsibilities (Other Officials)

▪ NFHS: Rule 5-6, 5-7, 5-8, & 5-9
▪ NCAAW: Rule 19.4.3 (Scorer), Not explicitly 

defined for other officials
▪ USAV: Rule 25.2.1 (Scorer), 26.2.1 (Assistant 

Scorer), Not explicitly defined for other officials
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Roles & Responsibilities (Scorer)
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Roles & Responsibilities (Scorer)



Roles & Responsibilities (Scorer)



Roles & Responsibilities (Libero Tracker)
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Roles & Responsibilities (Libero Tracker)
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Roles & Responsibilities (Timer)
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Roles & Responsibilities (Timer)

NFHS
Warmups are timed by the 
timer.  In the timer's absence, 
it may assigned to the second 
referee by rule.

NCAA
Warmups are timed by the 
second referee by rule.

USAV
By rule, the first referee may 
request the second referee to 
time the warmups.
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Pre-Match Times
What are assigned times for Pre-Match?
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Pre-Match Times (NCAA-W)
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Pre-Match Times (NCAA-M)
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Pre-Match Times (USAV)
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Warmups
What are our roles and responsibilties 

during warm-ups?
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Warmups 

First Referee
Roles outlined on Pages 9 and 
10 of this presentation.  
Introduce yourself to the 
coaches with your second 
referee, if applicable.

Second Referee
Roles outlined on Pages 9 and 
10 of this presentation.  
Introduce yourself to the 
coaches with your first referee, 
if applicable.

Line Judges
First referee will decide on LJ1 
and LJ2.  It is recommended 
to take your positions during 
warmups and prepare your 
eyes.

Other Officials
The second referee should 
discuss procedural matters 
with the scoring table officials.  
The second referee should 
establish how the team will 
best communicate with one 
another.

Lineups
The second referee should 
distribute the lineup sheet & 
collect the lineups from each 
team.  This would be a great 
time for both first and second 
referees to introduce 
yourselves.

Observation
The first and second referees 
should observe both team 
warmups.  It can give you an 
idea about the players and 
their abilities for the upcoming 
volleyball match.



Before The First Serve
What are our roles and responsibilties 

prior to the first serve?
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Before The First Serve 

Line Judges
If applicable, the LJs will take 
one of the game balls and 
make their way to a position a 
feet away from their normal 
position.

Second Referee
The second referee will check 
the lineups for each team.  
The R2 ensure that the 
correct players are on the 
court in the correct alignment.

Other Officials
The scorer and assistant 
scorer will double check the 
lineups with the second 
referee.

Second Referee
After ensuring the correct 
lineups and alignments for 
both teams, the second 
referee will toss or roll the 
game ball to the serving team 
and communicate READY to 
the R1.

Line Judges
If applicable, the LJs will 
distribute their game ball to 
the ball shaggers when the R2 
distributes the game ball to 
the serving team.  At this 
point, the LJs will take their 
normal positions.

First Referee
The first referee will observe 
the lineups being checked by 
the second referee.  The R1 
will acknowledge the captain 
for each team.  The R1 will 
beckon for the first serve 
when the R2 communicates 
the READY signal.



“Overlapping”
There are several roles and 

responsibilities in our pre-match that will 
also occur between sets.
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Before The First Serve 

Line Judges
If applicable, the LJs will take 
one of the game balls and 
make their way to a position a 
feet away from their normal 
position.

Second Referee
The second referee will check 
the lineups for each team.  
The R2 ensure that the 
correct players are on the 
court in the correct alignment.

Other Officials
The scorer and assistant 
scorer will double check the 
lineups with the second 
referee.

Second Referee
After ensuring the correct 
lineups and alignments for 
both teams, the second 
referee will toss or roll the 
game ball to the serving team 
and communicate READY to 
the R1.

Line Judges
If applicable, the LJs will 
distribute their game ball to 
the ball shaggers when the R2 
distributes the game ball to 
the serving team.  At this 
point, the LJs will take their 
normal positions.

First Referee
The first referee will observe 
the lineups being checked by 
the second referee.  The R1 
will acknowledge the captain 
for each team.  The R1 will 
beckon for the first serve 
when the R2 communicates 
the READY signal.



Thanks!
Any questions?
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